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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
Parents Victoria Policy

Parents Victoria has no formal written policy item on this at present.

(PV policy O.6 Minimum hours of instruction and days per year states - Parents Victoria believes that all students in government schools have the right to a minimum of five (5) hours per day face to face instruction by teaching staff for an average of 200 days per school year.)

Comment

Parents Victoria respects that most parents do the RIGHT thing but some parents DON'T.  The State Government assures us they are targeting the serial parent offenders whose children are regularly absent (without a reasonable explanation).

Parents Victoria also understands that if parents communicate to schools effectively (all the time) on absenteeism, they won't be fined.  But we would need to know who decides and what is deemed REASONABLE and whether fines are the best strategy if a family is disengaged.

Opportunities

· Interested people are invited to make a submission to the “School Attendance Bill : Exposure Draft for Consultation” (by March 25, 2013) – details available at:

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/reform/Pages/attendance.aspx 

· Individuals are welcome to comment to Parents Victoria via email.

· Parents Victoria members’ comments may assist in formulating or changing Parents Victoria policy.

Relevant Reading

Student Attendance (DEECD)

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/participation/Pages/studentattendance.aspx 

Student Engagement Policy Guidelines (DEECD)

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/participation/Pages/studengage.aspx

Relevant PV comments (including media) are captured on the PV website – “News” or “Education Issues”.







